
Welcome to the Year 10 Curriculum Evening

This evening’s presentations are:

• The new GCSE courses – an overview of the new GCSE grading system

• Non-examination assessment explained

• Being a resilient and effective learner: Getting more out of doing less!

• Revision and study skills

• VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) & SMHW (Show My Homework)

• Please ensure you have collected your booklet before 
the presentations begin.

• We would be grateful if you would fill the whole row so 
we have enough seats for all.



The new GCSE courses – an overview 
of the new GCSE grading system



New GCSE courses – an overview

• September 2015: New GCSE courses in English 
Language, English Literature and Mathematics.

• September 2016:  Second wave of subjects changed on 
to new GCSE courses.

• September 2017:  All subjects now changed on to new 
GCSE courses.



New GCSE courses – an overview
The new GCSE courses:

• are more demanding.

• have been designed for a two-year period of study.

• will be linear with all written exams sat at the end of the course.  

• non-examination assessment (coursework) will be removed or 
reduced in the majority of GCSEs.

• will have a new grading scale from 9 to 1, with 9 being the 
highest.  A U grade (ungraded) is also being retained if the 
performance is below the minimum required to pass the GCSE.

All Year 10 students in all schools will be embarking on these new 
GCSE courses.



Grading the 
new GCSEs
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Grading the 
new GCSEs
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“Grade 5 will be awarded to around 
the top third of students gaining the 
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Summer 2017 vs 2016

2016 A*-C

2017 4+

2016 2017 Us

English Language 60% 62% 94%

English Literature 75% 73% 95%

Mathematics 61% 59% 97%

2016 2017 Us

14% 14% 31%

21% 19% 45%

16% 16% 57%

2016 A*/A

2017 7+



Grades 7, 8 & 9

The proportion on candidates achieving the new grade 9 is going to calculated as follows:

% of those Achieving at least 7 
who should be awarded a 9

= 7% + 
1

2
(% of candidates awarded 7 or above)



Grades 7, 8 & 9

• The proportion of grade 9s will be calculated 
according to Ofqual guidelines

• By design, there will be less 9s than A*s

• Nationally, 6.5% A* in 2016, but expect 3.5% 
Grade 9 in 2018

• The grade 8 boundary will be approximately 
half way between the 7 and the 9

• Is all this fair?



Core Curriculum – what’s different?
English Language & English Literature

• No coursework element to either course – both 100% 
assessed by external exams at the end of Year 11.

• 2 x 1hr 45min exams for English Language.

• 1 x 1hr 45min exam AND 1 x 2hr 15min exam for Eng Lit.

• Literature exams are closed text.

• Speaking & Listening (now called Spoken Language) is 
assessed through one presentation and awarded a pass, 
merit, distinction or unclassified.  It is reported 
separately on results statements.

• 2 



Core Curriculum – what’s different?

Mathematics

• Few topics added to Higher Tier, but significant increase 
in content for Foundation Tier.

• Greater emphasis on problem solving.

• 3 x 1 ½ hour exams; 1 non-calculator, 2 calculator.

• Students will be expected to know a set of standard 
formulae.  Unfamiliar formulae will be quoted on the 
exam paper.



Core Curriculum – what’s different?
Science

• Triple Science – separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry & 
Physics.

• Double Science now called ‘Combined Science’, worth 2 
GCSEs, graded on a 17 point scale 9-9, 9-8…1-1.

• Students must complete a set number of required practicals:

– 8 for each of Biology, Chemistry & Physics

– 16 for Combined Science.

• Triple Science students sit 6 x 1hr 45 min exams.

• Combined Science students sit 6 x 1 hr 15 min exams.



Core Curriculum – what’s different?

Languages (French, German & Spanish)

• Listening, reading & writing all assessed by external 
examination at the end of Year 11.

• Speaking assessed by examination in ‘exam window’ in 
April/May of Year 11.

• Students must be entered for same tier, Higher or 
Foundation, in all four skills.



Core Curriculum – what’s different?

RS (short course)

• Study two religions in greater depth: Christianity & 
Judaism.

• Study two topic areas:

– Christian attitudes to marriage & family

– Jewish attitudes to crime & punishment

• 2 x 50 minutes exams at the end of Year 11.



Non-examination assessment



Non-examination assessment (NEA)

• NEA is the name given to coursework in the new 
GCSE courses.

• NEA rules also cover externally marked practical 
examinations.

• NEA rules aim to:
– Ensure all candidates spend approximately the same 

amount of time on their assignments.

– Mitigate concerns about plagiarism and 
inappropriate levels of guidance and support



Which subjects have NEA?
% of specification 
assessed through 
NEA

Subjects 

0%
English Language#, English Literature, Mathematics, Sciences*, RS, 
Geography, History, Economics

20% Computer Science

25% French, German, Spanish (externally marked speaking exam)

40% PE

50% Design & Technology (all disciplines), Food Preparation & Nutrition

60% Drama (30% of which is an externally marked practical exam), Music

100% Art (40% of which is a practical exam)

# separate grade for Spoken Language            * required practicals must be completed



What is the NEA process?

3 stages

• Task Setting

• Task Taking

• Task Marking

• There are a set of rules that apply to each stage.

• The rules vary across subjects and sometimes between 
tasks in the same subject.

• Information for each subject given on p20-25.



Task Setting
Tasks may be set by:

• the examination board

– For the majority of specifications, the school can choose 
from a number of comparable tasks.

• the school

– The school may choose one of the exam board tasks; or

– The school may design their own task, in some cases 
with candidate input, using criteria set out by the exam 
board.

Tasks usually have a ‘date of issue’, hence the school is limited 
as to when students can complete their NEA.



Task Taking
The NEA task(s) fall into one of three categories:

• Students must complete all work under supervised 
conditions.

• Students must have sufficient supervision to ensure 
that the work submitted can be confidently 
authenticated as their own.

• Students may complete work outside of the centre 
without direct supervision, provided that the work 
produced is the candidate’s own.



Task Taking

Under the most formal supervised conditions:
• The use of resources is tightly prescribed.

• All students are in direct sight of the teacher.

• Display materials which might provide assistance are 
covered.

• No access to e-mail, the internet or mobile phones.

• Candidates complete their work independently.

• Interaction with other candidates must not occur.

• No assistance of any description is provided.



Advice & Feedback
Teachers may:
• Provide oral/written feedback at a general level and then 

allow students to revise/re-draft work.

Teachers may not:
• Provide detailed specific advice on how to meet the 

assessment criteria.
• Give detailed feedback on errors or omissions.
• Intervene to improve the presentation or content of work.
• Provisionally assess work then allow students to revise it.

For any work completed under formal supervised 
(examination) conditions, no feedback can be given.



Word and time limits

• Word and/or time limits vary between subjects.

• Time limits apply when formal supervised 
(examination) conditions are specified.

• Where work can be taken home, timings are for 
guidance only.

• Minimum and/or maximum time limits apply to 
subjects with a performance element.

• Some subjects offer guidance on word limits / 
number of pages.



Task Marking
• All NEA is internally assessed except

– French, German and Spanish speaking.

– Drama performance.

Internally assessed NEA
• Marked by the teacher in accordance with the marking 

criteria issued by the exam board.

• Marking is internally moderated to ensure 
standardisation across teaching groups.

• A sample of work is submitted to the exam board for 
external moderation to ensure the standard of marking is 
consistent across schools.



Access Arrangements
• Access arrangements allow students with special 

educational needs, disabilities or temporary injuries to 
access the assessment.

• Access Arrangements are granted provided they do not 
undermine the integrity of the qualification.

• If a student has an access arrangement as part of his/her 
normal way of working within school, a similar 
arrangement will normally be permitted for written 
exams and NEA.

• Please contact Mrs Berks if the school is not aware of any 
special educational need or disability that may entitle 
your son/daughter to access arrangements.



Scheduling NEA

• Calendar allows staff, students and parents to plan 
ahead (p19 in your booklet).

• More NEA will take place in Year 11 due to tasks only 
being available in year of certification.

• JCQ document ‘Information for candidates’ outlines 
the responsibilities of the students (p26-27 in your 
booklet).







“You may balance your life 
better if you participate 
in some activities purely 
for fun, rather than to 
achieve a leadership role 
that you hope might be a 
distinctive credential for 
future employment”



Where do you draw the line 
between working hard and 

doing too much?
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Emotional Zones

Positive Emotion Negative Emotion

Low Energy

High Energy

Challenged

Optimistic

Confident

Engaged

Receptive

Eager

Excited

Enthusiastic

Proud

Happy

Stimulated

Astonished

Defiant

Annoyed

Fearful

Angry

Frustrated

Impatient

Defensive

Irritable

Worried

Anxious

Incensed

Envious

Exhausted

Sad

Depressed

Empty

Hopeless

Tired

Carefree

Calm

Peaceful

Mellow

Relieved

Passive

Serene

At Ease

‘Performance’

Zone

‘Burnout’

Zone

‘Recovery’

Zone

‘Survival’

Zone

Adapted from Averill (1997), Larsen & Diener (1992), 

Loehr & Schwartz, (2003)





or

How to park it 
and get on!





Situation: I have an exam tomorrow and I am very worried 
about it . I can’t  get to sleep so I will do badly, I know I will.

List 5 beliefs Practice Real-Time Resilience E O P

1. Every one else will be cleverer than 
me.

That’s not completely true as I have 
good predicted grades.



2. The bus will be late to school and I 
will miss the exam

A more optimistic way of seeing this is 
I am planning to ask Dad to drive me 
anyway.  



3. I’ll mess it up.

The most likely out come is that I 
won’t mess up as I have revised and I 
can re- read my notes on the way to 
school



4. My nerves will get the better of me.

A more optimistic way of looking at 
this is that everyone will feel the 
same. I have done exams before and 
they were not too bad. Sometimes it 
is good to be challenged.



5. I won‘t be able to answer any of the 
questions they ask me.

Well some of the questions may be 
hard but I am sure they will start with 
some easy ones to settle me.



PUT IT IN PERSPECTIVE (PIIP)
Used to stop Worst Case Scenario Thinking (WCST)

1          List the WORST CASE outcomes

2          List the BEST CASE outcomes

3          List the MOST LIKELY outcomes

Use the most likely outcomes to plan how you will deal with the situation

TAG LINES
Use EVIDENCE to prove the belief is false

That’s not (completely) true because……

Generate a more OPTIMISTIC way of seeing it

Another way of seeing that is……

Put it in PERSPECTIVE

The most likely outcome is…. and I can……



CHALLENGE BELIEFS - BE ASSERTIVE!
Step 1     What’s the problem and what has caused it?

Who, what, where, when?  List your ‘heat of the moment’ thoughts

Step 2     What’s the evidence?

 Did I ever do this well before?

 Is there something else like this that I am good at?

 Does this always happen or is it temporary?

 Is this true for all things or is it true for just a few things?

 Is this all my fault or am I only partly responsible?

Step 3     What can you do about it?

How will you solve the problem using your accurate understanding of the 

problem?

Step 4 Be assertive – use the DEAL method

Say it straight:

 Describe the problem

 Express your feelings

 Ask for a specific change

 List the improvements the change will make

























































































Learning environment


Before you start






Do you know the topics you are going to 

revise?










How do you learn? 

› Visual

› Auditory

› Kinaesthetic
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Possible revision techniques:
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Possible revision techniques
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Suggested strategies:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8FAJXPBdOg&safe=active
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http://www.aqa.org.uk/
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Virtual Learning Environment
(VLE)

&
Show My Homework

(SMHW)


