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In this edition we will continue to provide you with ideas to support and supplement home learning
work set by the school. We will also look at the teaching and learning taking place remotely across
the school. We aim to give you a few tips and point you to activities students (and you) can do while
you are staying safe at home. If you have any ideas or recommended links for our next edition,
please email Mr Baoker: a.baker@parmiters.herts.sch.uk. We shall also be showcasing outstanding
work that has been produced at home by our amazing Parmiterians.

Everyday more and more resources are made available to support learning from home, the following

resources might be useful to support students with the work they are doing set by our teachers -

sometimes a different explanation / presentation of the material can be very useful.

e BBC Bitesize: The BBC opened the doors to its biggest ever education offer, Bitesize Daily, on
Monday 20 April, and the teaching roll call looks mightily impressive, with a

register full of familiar names. Collaborating with teachers and education OAK
specialists, the impressive roster has been compiled in just four weeks and NATIONAL
offers 14 weeks of curriculum-based learning for students across the UK. See ACADEMY
this link for details: link N

e Oak National Academy: Oak National Academy has been built in under two
weeks, through a collaboration of 40 state school teachers, plus organisations across the sector.
Their aim is to support teachers and students: https://www.thenational.academy/

e School Llbraries Association (SLA): is o UK charity which supports everyone involved in school
libraries. They have produced aon amazing collection of resources for teachers aond students
during school closures, which is available here: link

Tiffnie Harris, Primary Specialist at The Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL) has
recently written o fantastic article for the Parent Kind Website, here

are useful extracts from this article that might help parents and Pa renTklnd

carers:
“The shutdown of schools because of the coronavirus emergency
leaves us all in uncharted waters. This includes parents who are now dealing with the challenge of
how best to help children who are at home. The first point to emphasise is that parents are not
being asked to home-school children. Teachers will continue to provide learning progrommes
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remotely. If you are unsure about any of the work set, please always contact the teacher setting the

work for support or clarification. Parents can instead focus on supporting

learning during this period. With this in mind, here are some tips:

e Breakfast/active start: It is a good idea - ofter breakfast - to start the day
with a light exercise session, for example, some stretches or yoga.

e Chunk the work: Instead of watching over your child to keep them on task,

begin each day with a conversation about the work to be completed and
together agree regular slots for them to show you what has been
achieved. In the conversation you can discuss any learning barriers and help remove them.

e Have a timetable: Adding structure and routine may help you to work from home if you can
timetable around your own commitments. Could the school tasks provided to your child fit into an
approximate allocation of time, as suggested in this example?

e Take regular breaks: Stop frequently and stay hydrated - keep a water bottle filled up. If weather
permits, get fresh air in the garden - you can come back to work later.

e Reading: Secondary students might have extensive reading material. Those who are not engoaged
or who require additional support may find listening to audiobooks helpful. A timetable or routine
may help, ensuring a small section is read daily.

e Social media: It can provide a way of connecting learning between friends via a learning ‘group’ to
discuss answers, or to share related resources. Be alert to the dangers but do note the positive
impact of working together virtually.

e Workspace and organisation: If possible, create a dedicated workspace.
This helps distinguish between the space for learning and the areas for
reloxation.

e [f it's not working, change itl: If your child is struggling with a task and

you don't know how to help them, then don't be afraid to move them on.
The task can be revisited later if needed. Consider any wider support you
could offer - can you assist with their learning from what you find together in the garden, or from
online documentaries? The BBC Bitesize website is a good resource, and free! "

Very quickly, Parmiter's departments had to adapt overnight in the way they deliver lessons.
Recently we have been sharing good practice in our Staff Teaching & Learning Newsletter and we
also wanted to share this with you; here is what just SOME of our departments have been up to.
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Design & Technology have used quizzes, which include videos and reading material, developing
learning from home while ensuring they are collecting students' , '
understanding using a wide range of media. However, they are also aware faues
that students are sitting in front of computers for an awful lot of the time,
which is why the department has been asking them to get in the kitchen ", '3 . =
and learn some key day-to-day skills. In terms of assessment and P

feedback, it's automatic, with instant feedback to the students to help "5 y '
them develop and learn! -
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Mr Perkins has been supplementing learning in MFL by using Gimkit as a way of livening up the
curriculum during the recent school closure: “Gimkit's been a really useful way of engaging students
remotely (some teachers have even got involved tool). Gimkit is a live flashcard-based game where
students are given a question (or in this case a word in French/German/Spanish) and 4 possible
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