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What are Special Educational Needs (SEN) or a disability?

At our school, we use the definition for SEN and for disability from the SEND Code of Practice (2014).
This states:

● Special Educational Needs: A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she
has a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for
him or her.

○ A learning difficulty or disability is a significantly greater difficulty in learning than
the majority of others of the same age.

○ Special education provision means educational or training provision that is additional
to, or different from, that made generally for others of the same age in a mainstream
setting in England

● Disability: Many children and young people who have SEN may have a disability under the
Equality Act 2010 - that is ‘...a physical or mental impairment which has a long-term and
substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities’. This
definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term
health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer.

What are the kinds of SEN for which provision is made at the Parmiter’s?

Children and young people with SEN have different needs, but the general presumption is that all
students with SEN, but without an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), are welcome to apply for a
place at our school, in line with the school’s admission policy. If a place is available, we will undertake,
to our best endeavours, in partnership with parents/carers, to make the provision required to meet
the SEN of students at this school.

For students with an EHCP, parents/carers have the right to request a particular school and the local
authority must comply with that preference and name the school or college in the EHCP unless:

● it would be unsuitable for the age, ability, aptitude or SEN of the child or young person, or
● the attendance of the child or young person would be incompatible with the efficient education

of others or the efficient use of resources (Children and Families Act, 2014)

Before making the decision to name our school in a child or young person’s EHCP, the local authority
will send the school a copy of the EHCP and then consider their comments very carefully before a final
decision on placement is made. In addition, the local authority must also seek the agreement of the
school where the draft EHCP sets out provision to be delivered on their premises that have been
secured through a direct payment (personal budget).

Parents/carers of a child or young person with an EHCP also have the right to seek a place at a special
school if they consider that their child’s needs can be better met in specialist provision.
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How does Parmiter’s School know if a student needs additional help?

At Parmiter’s we use our best endeavours to secure special educational provision to support students
for whom this is required, that is ‘additional to and different from’ that provided within the
differentiated curriculum, to better respond to the four broad areas of need:

● Communication and interaction
● Cognition and learning
● Social, emotional and mental health
● Sensory and/or physical

We know when a student needs additional help if:

● concerns are raised by parents/carers, external agencies, subject teachers, the student’s
previous school or the student themselves, regarding concerns relating to inadequate levels of
progress or inclusion

● screening, such as that completed on entry or as a result of a concern being raised, indicates a
gap in knowledge and/or skills

● whole school tracking of attainment outcomes indicates a lack of expected rate of progress
● observation of the student indicates that they have additional needs

If parents/carers have concerns relating to their child’s learning or inclusion, they should initially
discuss these with their child’s subject teacher and/or form tutor. This applies to a student’s own
concerns as well. This may then result in a referral to the school’s Curriculum Support Team, which is
led by the SENCO. The SENCO at Parmiter’s is Mrs van Rooij. Mrs van Rooij is currently on maternity
leave. Miss Karen Crawley is the Deputy SENCO.

How will the school support a student with SEND?

All students will be provided with high quality, adaptive teaching that is differentiated where
necessary to meet the needs of all learners in the classroom. Students with a disability will be
provided with reasonable adjustments to overcome any disadvantage experienced in school and
increase their access to the curriculum.

Students’ attainments are tracked using the whole school tracking systems and those failing to make
expected levels of progress are identified very quickly. Additional action to increase the rate of
progress will then be implemented by the subject teacher through the use of identified teaching and
learning strategies to further support the success of the student.

Where evidence points to the student needing support ‘additional to or different from their peers’,
parents/carers and students will be informed that the school considers that SEN support may be
required and their partnership sought in order to improve attainments.

Relevant staff will be made aware of a student’s identified needs. The school follows the assess, plan,
do, review approach to review the effectiveness of provisions for individual students.

For a small number of students with SEND, highly differentiated and individualised interventions may
be necessary.

If progress rates are judged to be inadequate, despite the delivery of high quality interventions, in
consultation with parents/carers, advice will always be sought from external agencies regarding
strategies to best meet the specific needs of a student. This is to ensure that the school works in
cooperative and productive partnership with the local authority and other outside agencies, to ensure
there is a multi-professional approach to meeting the needs of all vulnerable learners.
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For a very small percentage of students, whose needs are significant and complex and the SEN Support
required to meet their needs cannot reasonably be provided from within the school’s own resources,
in consultation with parents/carers, a request may be made to the local authority to conduct an
assessment of education, health and care needs. This may result in an EHCP being provided.

How will parents/carers and students be involved in discussions and planning regarding a
student’s education?

As outlined and will be further addressed below, there are many opportunities where contact will be
made and therefore provide opportunities to work in partnership to discuss plans for a student’s
education, and when considering appropriate interventions so provision can better meet their needs.

The school uses a student-centred approach. Students may have a profile which outlines their abilities
and strengths and the action they require to be taken by the school to reduce barriers to learning and
social success. Students and parents/carers are invited to contribute to the information contained
within this document.

How will the learning and development provision be matched to a student’s needs?

All teaching staff work towards ‘Quality First Teaching’ and high aspirations for all. High quality
teaching delivered by mainstream subject teachers will best meet the learning needs of all students.
Provision is made in each lesson for meeting the diverse needs of all learners and their achievement
levels. This includes adaptive teaching and learning strategies and differentiation to ensure progress
for every student in the classroom.

We provide all teachers with information about the learning needs of individual learners with SEND,
along with strategies they might use to ensure that these students can access the learning and are fully
included in every lesson. subject teachers will adapt teaching and learning in accordance with this
information to accommodate students’ SEND.

Where necessary, subject teachers will break down lesson content into smaller chunks and use lots of
repetition and different teaching approaches to ensure that new concepts are learnt and retained in
memory.

In a small number of cases, it might be appropriate to provide additional, small group interventions in
addition to the mainstream curriculum.

Specialist advice is sought for students who make little or no progress in spite of differentiated and
targeted work. For students with an EHCP we follow the advice and strategies described in these
documents.

In addition, if it is considered appropriate, students with specific needs may be provided by
specialised equipment or resources such as IT equipment and/or additional adult support. We work
with parents/carers and the student in agreeing provision to suit the student’s specific needs and to
gain feedback about the provision.

How will parents/carers know how their child is doing?

Information and attainments towards identified outcomes may be shared with parents/carers and
students at review meetings, where necessary, in addition to the school reporting arrangements and
Consultation Evenings.

If a student has an EHCP, parents/carers will be invited to an Annual Review meeting each year to
discuss their child’s progress towards the outcomes in Section E of their plan.
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Parents/carers are encouraged to arrange an appointment to discuss their child’s progress with the
subject teacher or form tutor, in the first instance, when they feel concerned or have information they
feel they would like to share that could impact on their child’s success.

How will parents/carers be helped to support their child’s learning?

The school will communicate regarding a student’s progress on a regular basis. Staff will be able to
signpost parents/carers to websites, resources and additional strategies that would be useful in
supporting learning at home. This may be through Consultation Evenings, normal reporting
procedures, contact with Form Tutors, subject teachers, pastoral leaders, and/or the SENCO.

Subject specific information can also be found on the school website.

What support will there be for a student’s overall well-being?

We understand how important emotional well-being is for learning. An important feature of the school
is to enable all students to develop their emotional and social knowledge, mental health and
well-being. Emotional resilience and social skills are enhanced through direct teaching and indirectly
with every conversation adults have with students.

Aspects of well-being are covered in our Personal Development curriculum which we deliver through
assemblies, in tutor time, workshops and awareness days.

The school offers a wide range of pastoral support for students. Pastoral teams are also available to
support the student’s social and emotional wellbeing and will liaise with parents/carers. There may be
a referral to appropriate outside agencies. A Families First Assessment (FFA) could be implemented if
more than one agency is involved.

For some students with the most need for help in this area, we are also able to provide the following:

● Time-out space for identified students to use when upset or feeling overwhelmed
● Mentor time with a teaching assistant, member of the Curriculum Support team, Form

Tutor/Head of Year or a peer
● Referral to counselling or to Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)

Targeted students are invited to interventions to support their well-being and these aim to support
improved social interaction skills and emotional resilience.

Students have access, when required, to medical intervention by the school matron or key members of
staff who are first aid trained. Opportunities are in place for vaccinations, health checks and staff
training as appropriate. There is access to the Hertfordshire County Council School Nurse Service.

Students with medical needs will have their needs shared with staff after a meeting with the school
matron and parents/carers and if appropriate, the student themselves.

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?

The school has access to the following external agencies and professionals: Specialist teacher for
Access Arrangements; Educational Psychologist; Speech and Language Team; Services for Young
People; Low Incidence Team (sensory & physical impairment); Young Carers Development worker;
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS); Chessbrook Education Support Centre;
Communication and Autism Team; Targeted Youth Support Team; Counsellors; Occupational Therapy
and Physical Therapy teams; Education Support for Medical Absence (ESMA) and other services as
required and appropriate.
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What training have the staff who are supporting children and young people with SEND had or
are having?

To ensure a high level of staff expertise to meet student need, on-going and well-targeted continuing
professional development opportunities are sought and provided both in and out of school for all staff.

How will a student be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?

Parmiter’s is an inclusive school and committed to providing equal opportunities for all students. We
offer a range of clubs, trips and activities to all students.

Working collaboratively with parents/carers, reasonable adjustments are made in order that a student
is given the opportunity to participate in activities outside the classroom, including educational visits
that are a requirement for the curriculum. Where necessary, risk assessments are carried out and
procedures are put in place to enable a student to participate in school activities.

How accessible is the school environment?

The school’s Accessibility Plan and Policy describes the actions the school has taken, and is
developing, to increase access to the environment and the curriculum. It ensures that disabilities are
taken into account in the planning of the changes to the physical environment, learning environment
and the provision of information. This can be viewed on the school website.

How will the school prepare/support a student when joining the school or transferring to a
new school or the next stage of education and life?

The school will help prepare and support a student through their transition from primary school by
liaising with their previous school and sharing information. The school provides information to
ongoing schools or colleges in line with statutory requirements from the SEND Code of Practice 2014.
There are a number of strategies in place to enable effective students’ transition, these include:

● A planned introduction programme is delivered in the Summer term to support transfer for
Year 6 students starting the school in September. These opportunities are further enhanced for
students with SEND.

● Parents/carers of Year 6 students are invited to a meeting at the school and are provided with a
range of information to support them in enabling their child to settle into the school routine.

● The Curriculum Support Team liaise with new parents of students who are known to have
SEND to allow concerns to be raised, as well as the SENCO at the previous school to ensure a
smooth transition.

● If students are transferring from another setting, the previous school records will be requested
and a meeting will be arranged with parents/carers to identify and reduce any concerns.

● Parents/carers and students will be encouraged to consider options for the next phase of
education and the school will involve outside agencies, as appropriate.

● Where a student has an EHCP, all reviews from Year 9 at the latest, and onwards, will include a
focus on preparing for adulthood, including employment, independent living and participation
in society.

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to students’ special educational needs?

The budget for SEN students is used to provide equipment, facilities and relevant resources to support
students identified with SEND.

How is the decision made about how much support a student will receive?
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If a student requires provision that goes beyond quality first teaching in the classroom, the support
that they will receive will depend upon the type and degree of need that is ‘additional to and different
from that of their peers’, consulting with parents/carers where appropriate.

How are children supported who are looked after by the local authority and have a special
educational need?

In addition to all of the above, the SENCO meets regularly with the Designated Safeguarding Lead
(DSL) and attends Personal Education Plan (PEP) meetings, where appropriate, so that PEP targets are
directly supported. The DSL then ensures that appropriate adjustments are made.

Who can be contacted for further information?

If a parent/carer wishes to discuss their child’s special educational needs, the first point of contact
would be their Form Tutor and then the Head of Year, who may liaise with subject teachers and/or
Head of Departments and the Curriculum Support Team.

Who can be contacted if there are issues with the support a student receives?

If parents/carers of a student with SEND are unhappy or have any issues regarding the school’s
response to meeting the needs of their child, the first step would be to arrange a meeting with the
student’s Form Tutor who will liaise with the Curriculum Support team. If no resolution is reached and
parents/carers wish to make a complaint about the provision made by the school, they should refer to
the school’s complaints procedure, which can be found on the school website.

Where can information be found about the Local Authority’s offer of services and provision for
children and young people with SEND?

The Hertfordshire Local Offer lets parents/carers and young people
know what special educational needs and disabilities services are
available in Hertfordfordshire and who can access them.

The local offer for Hertfordshire can be found at the following link:

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/the-hertfordshire-local-offer.aspx

Who can be contacted outside of the school for impartial advice about SEND?

To access impartial and confidential information, advice and
support, parents/carers of children and young people with
SEND can contact the Hertfordshire ‘Special Educational
Needs and Disability Information Advice and Support Service’
(SENDIASS) and the local area group for ‘Delivering Specialist
Provision Locally’ (DSPL), details of these can be found via
the following links:

https://www.hertssendiass.org.uk/home.aspx

http://dsplarea9.org.uk/
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