
 

 

DSPL9 Parent, Carer and Family Newsletter 
 

7th October  2026  
 
 
Welcome to the 3rdt DSPL9 newsletter  for the academic year 2026/27 . 
This provides families and school colleagues with current local SEND information with a focus on  
Parents and Families.  
 
This newsletter is published fortnightly during term time. Next edition- 21st October 2026 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DSPL9 support 
 

• DSPL9 EBSA Parent and Carer Coffee Morning 19th October 

• DSPL9 SEND Parent and Carer Coffee Morning. Next date Spring Term 2027 
 

        DSPL 9 Triage Service  

• offers guidance and practical support for parents and carers of children and young people with 
SEND. 

• Supporting parents in navigating services and making referrals and the referral process.  

• Promoting and signposting services available to parents of children and young people with SEND.  

• Local SEND coffee mornings for parents/carers  
To refer to the Triage team for support please complete the referral form here 

 

Other services offering support or training 
 

• Add Vance would like to remind about their support line 

• Potential Kids share their October  activities – including Half Term events. 

• Coram Family Lives have a few places remaining on -Parenting when separated for parents of SEN 
children 

• Step2Skills are holding an inclusive job fair 22nd October 

• Coram Family Lives are offering five 2-hour parenting workshops. 

• Hertfordshire CC share their New to SEND update. 
 
 

• Hertfordshire Cricket is running  inclusive cricket sessions. 

• NESSIE have launched a new online community created to support parents, carers and those supporting 
children and young people with their mental health. 

• North Hertfordshire College is pleased to announce their November open event at Springboard 
Watford 

•  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfta_VI8sGwR9DVYy9PHmQY2XMrRxllUj1MaqDe_2wX_-j4mg/viewform?pli=1
https://www.add-vance.org/


 

 



 

 
 



 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Navigating the early stages of your child's SEND journey 
  
When you are trying to understand how to set up support for your child’s 
additional needs, there can be a lot to consider. It needn’t feel overwhelming. 
‘New to SEND’ is a handy one-pager featuring: 
  
• Advice from families who share what they did when they were starting out. 
• Support in the community, local organisations and networks. 
• A starting point for considering how to get help from school, health or for 
yourself as a carer. 
  
When you are ready to explore the detail further, the Hertfordshire SEND Local 
Offer website covers it all, but New to SEND is a good place to begin. 
  

Click here for New to SEND 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/newtoSEND
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/newtoSEND


 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click Here to Join the Nessie Community! 

We’re so excited to finally welcome you to Nessie Community — a new online 
community created to support parents, carers and those supporting children 
and young people with their mental health. 
 
We know how overwhelming it can feel when a child is struggling. Knowing 
where to turn, finding information you can trust, or simply connecting with 
people who get it can make such a difference. 
 
 
That’s why we’ve created Nessie Community. 
Join FREE and you’ll have access to: 

• Helpful resources and practical information 
• Live Nessie Cuppas — relaxed, informal conversations and a chance to 

connect 
• Our What’s On programme of events and sessions 
• A growing library of support and guidance 
• A community where you can feel understood and less alone 

 
And this is just the beginning. We’ll continue adding new resources, 
conversations, events and opportunities to connect as the Community grows. 
 
 

More than 100 families have already joined us — 
 

 
 

and we’d love you to be part of it too. 
 

https://community.nessieined.com/join


 

 
North Hertfordshire College is pleased to announce our November open event at Springboard Watford 
which will be held on Thursday 5th November 3pm – 5pm at our prestigious premises. This is an 
opportunity for professionals, parents, and prospective students to meet the team and find out more about 
the Springboard programme. 
   

Springboard 
Unit 8 Wilmington Close 

Watford 
Hertfordshire 

WD18 0FQ 
  
The nearest car park is Gade car park in Rosslyn Road and Wilmington Close is off Upton Road: 
  
https://citipark.co.uk/car-parks/watford/gade-car-park 
  
Springboard, is a full-time personalised course which provides students with the support, knowledge, 
skills and confidence to become more independent, make informed decisions and ultimately to progress 
into mainstream college and work.  
The course is delivered in self-contained teaching centre in Watford.  
 
Springboard course is for school leavers - young people aged 16 and over who require additional support 
before progressing to a cross college vocational course or employment. Many of our students have a 
diagnosis or traits of autism. Many have associated emotional and mental health needs that require 
specialist and bespoke support before they can move on and make a successful transition to adulthood.  
 
We do also consider 15-year-olds but only if they have an EHCP – subject to funding being approved by 
the local authority. 
 
Students need to meet our assessment criteria in order to access the provision although individual needs 
are always considered, and decisions are made on a case by case basis and subject to funding being 
approved by the Local Authority.  
 
If you would like to attend, please RSVP to Mark Kucper: mkucper@nhc.ac.uk or text / call us on: 
07961522708. 
To help us to manage numbers we would appreciate a confirmation from you as to what time you are 
planning to attend. The event is on drop-in basis and there is no need to book to attend. 
  
 If you are unable to attend but would like to find out more about our provision, we would be happy to 
arrange a visit on an individual basis. Please email Mark at the above email. 
 
  
We look forward to meeting you at our open event

https://www.google.com/maps/search/Unit+8+Wilmington+Close%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Watford+%0D%0A+Hertfordshire+%0D%0A+WD18+0FQ?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Unit+8+Wilmington+Close%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Watford+%0D%0A+Hertfordshire+%0D%0A+WD18+0FQ?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Unit+8+Wilmington+Close%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Watford+%0D%0A+Hertfordshire+%0D%0A+WD18+0FQ?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Unit+8+Wilmington+Close%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Watford+%0D%0A+Hertfordshire+%0D%0A+WD18+0FQ?entry=gmail&source=g
https://citipark.co.uk/car-parks/watford/gade-car-park
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Unit+8+Wilmington+Close%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Watford+%0D%0A+Hertfordshire+%0D%0A+WD18+0FQ?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:mkucper@nhc.ac.uk


 
 


